
Safeguarding at Moorbrook School

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as: 

· protecting children from maltreatment  
· preventing the impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development  
· ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care, and 
· taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.


Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL’s)
 
· Sara Maddox – Assistant Head Teacher 
· Claire Thompson - Head Teacher
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Angela Gallagher - FSW

Our Safeguarding Governor is:
· Dianne Hodgson (Chair of Governors)

All schools are expected to play their part in keeping children safe. At Moorbrook School we fully recognise the contribution we can make to protect children and support pupils in school. The child's needs are paramount and all professionals will put those needs at the heart of the safeguarding system so that the right solutions can be found for every child. At Moorbrook School Mrs Maddox, supported by Mrs Thompson, takes lead responsibility for safeguarding and child protection. Our training in this role is updated every two years. We are expected to refer all cases of suspected abuse to Lancashire Children's Social Care. Where appropriate, parents will be contacted before this referral but this will depend on the circumstances. Where there are radicalisation concerns these will be referred to the Channel programme.  

 

All staff receive safeguarding training annually.
 



There are three main elements to our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.

Prevention:
Creating a positive school atmosphere, teaching and pastoral support to pupils where children have opportunities to have a voice and that their wishes and feelings are listened to and taken into account.

Protection:
By following agreed procedures, ensuring staff are trained to recognise possible signs and symptoms of abuse and are trained and supported to respond appropriately and sensitively to child protection concerns.

Support:
To pupils and school staff and to children who may have been abused.
 

School Commitment

We recognise that high self-esteem, confidence, peer support and clear lines of communication with trusted adults helps all children, and especially those at risk of, or suffering abuse.

Our school will therefore:
1. Establish and maintain an ethos where children feel secure and are encouraged to talk, and are listened to. That they have opportunities to talk and their wishes and feelings are listened to and taken into account.
2. Ensure that children know that there are adults in the school who they can approach if they are worried or are in difficulty.
3. Include in the curriculum activities and opportunities for PSHE which equip children with the skills they need to stay safe and / or communicate their fears or concerns about abuse.



When concerns are raised by staff or pupils, the school’s “Child protection and Safeguarding Policy” details clear and explicit roles and responsibilities to ensure accountability when safeguarding children; including recording and reporting procedures via,the DSL,FSW,  Early Help and Children’s Social Care. The DSL will work in collaboration with school staff and individual families when considering multi-agency assessments.
 
Operation Encompass

 Moorbrook School works in partnership with Encompass, The MASH team and Lancashire Constabulary to support Families who are victims of domestic violence or abuse.
Operation Encompass is a unique Police and Education early intervention safeguarding partnership which ensures that a child’s school is informed, prior to the start of the next school day, that there has been an incident of Domestic Abuse to which the child or young person has been exposed, and which might then have an impact on them in school the following day.
A nominated member of staff is able to use information that has been shared with them, in confidence, to ensure that the school makes provision for possible difficulties experienced by children or their families.
This information remains confidential, and it will only be shared on a need to know basis, for instance, to teaching staff for the child or young person. It will not be shared with other school students.
This valuable initiative enables the school to support the needs of vulnerable pupils immediately after an incident, providing high levels of care, nurture and professional support to the pupil and family.

Click here to visit the Encompass website for more information https://www.operationencompass.org/
 


Moorbrook School Early Help Offer

Early Help is support given to a family/child when a problem first emerges. It can be provided at any stage in a child or young person’s life.
The DSL/ FSW are here to help with any concerns or questions you may have about your child/family.

Our DSL/ FSW can offer you and your family support on many issues including:
· School Attendance
· Assistance in completing paperwork and forms
· Referrals to further Early Help
· The signposting of other available services
· Benefits support/Housing support/Debt support
· Parenting support
· Appointment planning
· Transition support
· Attendance at school and other agency meetings
· Access to training courses

All support and advice is confidential although concerns relating to the safeguarding of children will always be dealt with in accordance with the schools Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.
 


We also offer number of in school initiatives to protect from harm and neglect-

· Weekly telephone communications with parents/carers- we keep our lines of communication open in order to discuss issues and talk about any concerns.
· Breakfast Club- we provide a range of breakfast options in school for all students.
· Home visits- home visits are an opportunity for a key adult from school to visit a child in their residential setting. Offering home visits results in less anxiety and more confidence around school. 
· Head Teacher/ DSL Open Door- having an ‘open door’ is a signal that means the Head Teacher/ DSL is available to listen and give guidance to those who seek it.  
· Support when trying to access to other services i.e. healthcare, counselling, CAMHS 
· Early Help Assessments


 
Other Contacts and Links
· Children’s Social Care (Lancashire): 0300 123 6720
· Children's Social Care (Lancashire) Out of Hours: 0300 123 6722
· Lancashire's School Safeguarding Helpline: 01772 531196
· Requesting support from Children's Services (Lancashire): https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/safeguarding-children/requesting-support-from-childrens-services/
· Children & Family Wellbeing (Lancashire): https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/early-years-childcare-and-family-support/family-support/children-and-family-wellbeing-service/
· CAMHS West Lancs Helpline: 01695 684 262
· CAMHS Leyland: 01772 644 644
· CAMHS Preston: 01772 777 344
· CAMHS East Lancashire: 01282 425 071
· Child Action North West: https://canw.org.uk/
· NEST Lancashire: https://nestlancashire.org/
· NSPCC: 0808 8005 000
· Police Non-Emergency: 101
· Police Emergency: 999
· Information regarding Operation Encompass can be found by clicking the link here.
· Information regarding Prevent duty guidance can be found by clicking the link here.
· Information regarding Online Safety can be found by clicking the link here. 
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